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“The witness of Christian life 

given by parents in the family 

comes to children with 

tenderness and parental respect.  

Children thus perceive and 

joyously live the closeness of God 

and of Jesus made manifest by 

their parents in such a way that 

this first Christian experience 

frequently leaves decisive traces 

which last throughout life.   

  This childhood religious 

awakening which takes place in 

the family is irreplaceable.”  

 
The General Directory for Catechesis 
(no.226, Congregations for the Clergy) 

 



 

 

 

HOLY FAMILY OF NAZARETH CATHOLIC CHURCH 

Dear Parents and Guardians: 

 I welcome you and your family to our community of faith, Holy 

Family of Nazareth Parish.  As your shepherd, I look forward to assisting 

your children and you in growing in your Catholic faith, personal 

experiences of God’s love, and identity with Jesus.  “The family is the 

community in which, from childhood, one can learn moral values, begin 

to honor God, and make good use of freedom.  Family life is an initiation 

into life in society.” (Catechism of the Catholic Church, no. 2207) 

 A parent is the fundamental model and first teacher of faith in 

God for a child.  Parents teach faith to their children by sharing it and 

living the good example.  Children will have many teachers, but parents 

are primary teachers of faith.  I encourage you to assume this 

responsibility fully: pray with your child, bring your child to Faith 

Formation/TYM sessions regularly, and most importantly, bring your child 

to Mass. 

 We, the community of Holy Family, are here to assist you in the 

faith development of your child by providing ongoing lifelong faith 

formation for children, youth and adults of all ages. We thank God for 

having over 50 years of living and celebrating our faith as a parish. We 

continue to pray that our life of unity in God’s love may deepen and 

grow as Christ-centered persons and community, serving each other. 

We look forward to serving you during the coming catechetical year. If 

you have questions, comments or suggestions, please feel free to share 

them with us. 

Sincerely in Christ, 

 

 

Rev. Albert B. Becher 

Pastor 



 

 

This handbook is meant to provide parents and 

guardians with helpful information to assist you in the 

faith formation of your children. Holy Family reserves the 

right to amend this handbook as necessary. Parents will 

be notified if changes are made to any procedures or 

information contained in this handbook. 

Holy Family of Nazareth Parish  

Mission Statement 

     

 We, the community of Holy Family of Nazareth Parish, are chosen 

as members of the Body of Christ, sent to witness His life, love 

and presence.  We are called:  to worship together as a        

community of faith; to recognize the presence of Christ in every 

person; to foster spiritual growth through prayer, education, and 

formation; to live the Gospel through our daily example; to reach 

out in service to all our brothers and sisters in our parish and be-

yond;  to share our God-given time, talent, and treasure.  In our 

deepening love for God and desire to serve Him in others, we re-

spond to His call as we continue the belief-giving ministry of our 

community. 
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Pastoral Care and Formation Staff 

Rev. Albert Becher, Pastor 

email address:  abecher@holyfamilychurch.net  

 

Rev. Peter Chinnappan, Parochial Vicar 

email address: pchinnappan@holyfamilychurch.net  

 

Lou Ann Kemper, Director of Faith Formation 

 email address: lkemper@holyfamilychurch.net 

 

Mike Serapio, Director of Youth & Young Adults    

      email address:  mserapio@holyfamilychurch.net 

 

Sharon Gross, Family Ministry Associate 

 email address: sgross@holyfamilychurch.net 

 

Mindy Hyde, Coordinator of RCIA  

 email address: mhyde@holyfamilychurch.net 

 

Mary Black, Administrative Assistant for FF/TYM 
Email address: mblack@holyfamilychurch.net  

 

Address and Phone Numbers 

Holy Family of Nazareth Catholic Church  

Church & School:  2323 Cheyenne Street 

Pastoral Office:  2330 Cheyenne Street 

  (across the street)    

Irving. TX 75062 

Phone:  972-252-5521    

FAX:  972-252-5523   

www.holyfamilychurch.net 
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Faith Formation for Children  

Faith Formation for Children  at Holy Family Parish assists parents and guardians with their 

important role as the first teachers of their children.  We work with parents to strengthen 

children in their relationship with Jesus and in their lives as faith-filled Catholic Christians.  

As children grow, we emphasize that faith formation does not stop after receiving the 

Sacraments.  It is an ongoing process of conversion to Christ throughout every stage in life. 

Pre-school, Kindergarten, and Special Needs (C.All—Catechesis for All)  

We meet on Sunday mornings in the school from 9:45 to 11:15am  

beginning Sept. 8th and continuing through May 3rd.    

Here are Sundays we do NOT meet:  

Sept. 29—Parish Festival 

Nov. 24th—Thanksgiving holiday 

Dec. 22nd, 29th (Jan. 5th tentative) —Christmas & New Year’s holidays 

March 15th—Spring Break 

April 12th—Easter 

 

1st—6th grades, including First Eucharist /Reconciliation Sessions 

We meet on Wednesday nights in the school from 6:30-7:45pm  

beginning Sept. 11th and continuing through May 6th.   

Here are the Wednesdays we do NOT meet:  

Nov. 27th—Thanksgiving holiday   

Dec. 25th—Christmas holiday 

Jan. 1st—New Year’s holiday  

Feb 26—Ash Wednesday  

March 18th—Spring Break 

April 8th—Holy Week  

Parent Sessions : Required Parent Orientation-September 18th  

General  Parent/Adult  Sessions  begin September 25th  

General formation sessions are for any interested adult and ALL parents /

guardians of children in Faith Formation and RCIA.  They will be held at the same 

time during  Wednesday Faith Formation in the Parish Hall.   

 

Note: No adult sessions on days children do not attend. The content of the 

sessions listed on p.3 are specific to those parents/guardians of children receiving 

First Reconciliation and Eucharist this ‘19-’20 Faith Formation year. Any adult may 

attend those sessions, too. The content will cover the Sacraments. 
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Sacramental Ministry—Reconciliation and First Eucharist 

Sacrament formation in the parish integrates people more deeply into parish life.  Further, all Sacramental 

Ministry is family centered.  We strive to nurture a strong partnership between families and the parish.   

The Diocese of Dallas requires a two-year formation process.  

First year:  Your child must be enrolled in a Catholic parish’s Faith Formation, the parish-approved home-

based catechetical program, or a diocesan-approved Catholic school . 

Second year:  Faith Formation must occur in Holy Family’s parish Faith Formation program on site or Holy 

Family Catholic Academy.  Sacrament formation through the parish Faith Formation  program will be held 

on Wednesday nights, 6:30-7:45, for all children 7 years old through 6th grade in the school buildings. 

Teens consult Mike Serapio, Director of TYM, for Reconciliation and Eucharist formation. 

After reception of the Sacraments, our Catholic faith should continue to grow. It is important 

for parents to register children, teens, and adults for formation throughout your lives.   

NOTE:  If your child is not baptized by age 7, please contact Mary Black, Administrative Assistant to     

   Faith Formation and TYM.  Also, see the RCIA page in the booklet, p.9.  All parents of RCIA children      

   receiving Sacraments in the 2019-2020 FF year will also attend regular Reconciliation and        

   Eucharist sessions for parents.   

 

 While children are in their classrooms, parents/guardians will be in the Parish Hall. First  

Reconciliation Session Dates for Parents are the following:    

  October 2 and 23, 2019 

 November 13, 2019 

December 11, 2019 

January 8, 2020 

Discernment Conversations:  Each child will have a short conversations with a Faith         

Formation leader to discern readiness for Reconciliation. Parents will sit in quietly on the con-

versation.    

Dates are Dec. 19th, 6:30—8:00pm; Jan. 4th, 10:00am-12:00pm; and Jan. 6th, 6:30-8:00pm, 

if needed. 

First Reconciliation:  Saturday, January 11, 2020 from 9:00 -12:00 

 
      First Eucharist Session Dates with Parents:   

January 29, 2020 

February 19, 2020 

March 11, 2020 

April 1, 2020 (“Taste and See”) 

April 29, 2020—Rehearsal  

Discernment Conversations:  As needed 

First Eucharist:  Saturday, May 2, 2020, 10:00am special Mass followed  

by  a cake and punch reception in the Parish Hall.   

3 



 

 

Drop-Off, Pick-Up, Sick Child Policies 

At Holy Family Parish, we are committed to providing a safe environment for 

children and youth. Our diocese and parish have specific policies in place to help 

keep children/youth safe. All of our FF/TYM/RCIA sessions have at least two 

adults (catechists and/or volunteers) who have been screened, cleared, and 

trained in our Safe Environment program. 

We ask that parents/guardians follow all of these policies when bringing children/

youth to FF, TYM, or RCIA sessions: 

• Take your child to the door of the assigned room. After the session, please 

pick up children/youth from the same room. 

• Do not drop children/youth off in the parking lot. 

• Do not leave children/youth at the entrance to the building. 

• Stay with your child outside the room until there are at least two SE cleared 

catechists/volunteers in the room. They should be wearing identifying name 

badges. 

• Children should arrive at their sessions no earlier than 6:15pm on Wednesday 

evenings.  On Sunday mornings, children should arrive at their sessions no 

earlier than 9:35am. At the end of the sessions, please pick up children at the 

door of their rooms. They will not be released until you have arrived to get 

them. Please be on time so that our volunteers can leave to be with their 

families, too.  

• If anyone other than a custodial parent or legal guardian provides 

transportation to/from sessions, we must have a signed permission form on 

file. The person who drops off/picks up a child must be an adult, at least 18 

years old. You can access the form online or pick one up at the parish office. 

If your child is sick:  Please err on the side of caution.  He/She may be 

contagious, especially if a fever is present. In that case, please keep your child at 

home.  

In case of bad weather:  Check closures on our website [holyfamilychurch.net], 

on Facebook [HolyFamilyIrving], or on Twitter [@holyfamilyirvin]. We may also 

send out a blast on the Parish App.  Please be sure you have one. 
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Expectations 

For Catechists / Leaders 

•Provide a loving, Christian formation environment so children and youth are 

able to grow in their relationship with Jesus Christ and become strong in their 

Catholic Faith. 

•Prepare and teach the designated curricula under the guidelines of the United 

States Bishops, the Dallas Diocese, and with the  guidance of the Faith For-

mation Director and Director of Youth. 

•Serve as Christian role models. 

•Maintain Safe Environment certification at all times. 

•Participate in catechist formation and continuing education. 

•Communicate with and involve parents in the faith development of their chil-

dren/teens. 

For Parents / Guardians 

•Ensure that children and teens attend Mass regularly.   

•Faith Formation and TYM do not take the place of worship at Mass. 

•Pray with your children and share faith on a daily basis. Be the first catechists 

for your children through your words and actions. 

•Ensure that children and teens attend sessions regularly and on time. 

•Actively participate in Faith Formation/TYM whenever required and other times 

when possible (e.g., parent sessions, retreats, special events, volunteering, 

service projects, etc.) 

•Communicate special needs or circumstances that may affect your child/teen 

while in our care. 

 

We need volunteers!   

We need volunteers in various areas of Faith Formation and TYM.   

Anyone interested contact:  

 Lou Ann Kemper—lkemper@holyfamilychurch.net for children 

 Mike Serapio—mserapio@ holyfamilychurch.net for TYM 

 Volunteers must have  Safe Environment (SE) training and be cleared through 

our Diocesan SE Office and Parish Office.  If you have any other questions, 

please call Wendy at the Parish Office. 
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Expectations  

For Children Pre-K through 6th Grade  

• Cooperate with your parents as they try to bring you to Faith 

Formation every week and on time.  Help them with younger 

brothers and sisters if you can. 

• Choose to speak and act in a Christ-like manner, showing 

respect toward adults and other children at all times.  

• Actively engage in sessions:  participate and cooperate with others in  

activities, projects and discussions. 

• Stay focused on learning about Jesus and helping others learn, too. 

• Ask your parents to help you be responsible for bringing  all books and 

other requested supplies to each session so that you can learn more easily. 

• Respect others’ property, especially those church and school buildings and 

materials used by the Holy Family Academy students.  

• “Do to others as you would have them do to you.” Luke 6:31 

Jesus said,  

“This is how all will know you are my disciples,  

if you have love for one another.” 

John 13:35 

 

For TYM Teens, 7th through 12th Grades  

 In order for teens to learn and grow as disciples of Christ, they must be 

present in their designated groups at all times.  This is also for their 

protection.    Teens will not be allowed to wander away from their groups 

during TYM time.  If this happens, diocesan and parish Safe Environment 

protocol requires us to notify parents, possibly 911, and/or the police, if 

necessary.  Parents, please communicate this to your teen very clearly.  

  We expect the teens to be at their best loving behavior this year. Respect 

others by not being rowdy during classes. They must also ask permission 

from the adult volunteers in charge whenever they use the restroom. 

 We expect the teens to participate in all of the events and activities. The 

more they give, the more they will get out of it. We want the teens to really 

have that genuine encounter with Jesus in all TYM activities this year.  

 6 



 

 

Total Youth Ministry (TYM) 

Working to foster a COMMUNITY of DISCIPLES by building a deep 

RELATIONSHIP with JESUS CHRIST, graced by the SACRAMENTS 

that INSPIRE MISSION ORIENTED DISCIPLESHIP 

IMPORTANT DATES  

2019 

 September 8th: TYM Kick-OFF & Parent Orientation 

 5:30pm Youth Mass in the Church;  

 6:30pm  Family Dinner in the Cafeteria;  

 7pm Activity in the Parish Hall 

 

 September 15:  Confirmation Parent Session 

 October 19:  7th Grade Retreat at 

Holy Family  

 November 8, 9, 10th: High School 

Youth Camp at Twin Coves Cabins 

in Flower Mound 

 December 15: Christmas Party 

2020 

 January 18: March for Life @ 

Downtown Dallas 

 January 24—26:  Confirmation 

Retreat at Mt Lebanon in Cedar Hill 

 February 14 - 16: DCYC (HS only) 

 April 12, 1pm: Easter Egg Hunt and 

Family Picnic 

 April 25th:  Confirmation Candidate/

Sponsor Retreat at Holy Family  

 May 3: Confirmation Mass        7 

 

TYM  

REGULAR  

SESSIONS 

 

 

7TH—12TH GRADES  

SUNDAYS  

STARTING WITH THE  

5:3O PM MASS 

 

 

TYM CORE TEAM  

WEDNESDAYS   

6:30 - 7:45PM  

GONZALES ROOM 

 

 

YOUNG ADULT  

BASKETBALL  

WEDNESDAYS  

7:30 - 9:30PM 



 

 

Confirmation 

When young people are confirmed, they affirm the commitment that was made for 

them at their baptism. Our mission is to build upon the Church’s vision of the 

family as the primary educators of youth.  In keeping with this teaching, our 

Confirmation sessions are a faith journey for the Confirmation candidate as well 

as for you, the parent.  Sponsors will also be involved in the formation process.  

Our diocese requires formation to begin the year before celebrating the 

Sacrament of Confirmation.  

Therefore, your young person should be enrolled in Total Youth Ministry or 

attending a Catholic school during the year of Confirmation 

and the year before their Confirmation year.   

 

Family Sessions for Confirmation 

 Sunday, September 22, 2019  7:00 pm - 8:30pm 

        Sunday, October 20, 2019  7:00 pm - 8:30pm 

  Sunday, November 17, 2019  7:00 pm - 8:30pm 

 Sunday, January 12, 2020   7:00 pm - 8:30pm 

 Sunday, February 23, 2020  7:00 pm - 8:30pm 

 Sunday, March 29, 2020   7:00 pm - 8:30pm 

 

 Families will join the  5:30pm YOUTH MASS and  

FAMILY DINNER before the Sessions. 

 

Retreats  are an important part of our Confirmation Formation. 

1. Confirmation Retreat - January 24, 25, 26, 2020 

2. Sponsor Retreat and Confirmation Practice - A one-day retreat, for Youth and 

their Sponsors— April 25, 2020 

 

Sacrament of Confirmation will be celebrated on Sunday, May 3 at 2pm  in the 

main Sanctuary.  

 

(Dates and time may change due to unforeseen circumstances. Please check the 

Parish website and Bulletin for changes.) 
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Rite of Christian Initiation 

Children/teens who are not baptized by the age of seven will begin their formation 

in the Rite of Christian Initiation (RCIA).  RCIA is the process for preparing and 

welcoming those who wish to be baptized in the Catholic Church.  

In the Diocese of Dallas this process will take two years. The first year RCIA chil-

dren/teens will learn about God and God’s love for them with their peers in Faith 

Formation or TYM general classes. They will also begin to learn about the Church.  

The second year, they will be preparing to receive Baptism, Confirmation, and Eu-

charist at the Easter Vigil.  

Parents of RCIA children/ teens in their second year will be required to come to 

parent sessions on Wednesday nights from 6:30 to 7:45 in the Parish Hall.  

 

If you have any questions regarding registration, please contact: 

Mary Black, Administrative Assistant for Faith Formation / TYM  

(Mon.-Thurs., 11:30 to 4:30) 

Phone:  972-252-5521, ext. 106 

Email: mblack@holyfamilychurch.net 

 

If you have any questions regarding RCIA, please contact: 

Lou Ann Kemper, Director of Faith Formation 

Phone:  972-252-5521, ext. 114 

Email:  lkemper@holyfamilychurch.net    

 

If you leave a message, we will get back with you.   

We welcome you to our parish family 
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Lord of Life, 

 
bless and sustain our family. 

 
Hold us close,  

keep us connected 
and protect us from all evil.  

 
Gift us with love and patience for 

one another.  
 

Help us reconcile that which 
divides us, and celebrate all that 

unites us as one family, where 
You live and reign now and 

forever.   
 

We ask this through  
Christ, our Lord. 

Amen 

Used with permission.   

Holy Family is a parish of the Strong Catholic Families 

Strong Catholic Youth  Institute.   


